LEITRIM ELECTION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 May 1857 

COPY “ of the Correspondence between Major Ormsby Gore^ High Sheriff 
of the County of Leitrim, the Irish Government, and the Post Office 
Authorities, in relation to the Writ of Election for the County of Leitrim, 
and the Refusal of the High Sheriff to execute that Writ.” 



The Under Secretary to Mr. Ormsby Gore. 
g-j. Dublin Castle, 25 March 1857- 

Referring to the verbal communication which I had with you this after- 
noon, I now, in compliance with your request, take leave to submit to you a 
copy of the minute of the law officers which I then read to you. 

I am also, in reply to your letter of this day, to inform you that Excel- 
lencv is under the necessity of declining to reUeye yon from the office ot High 
She^- and that, consequently, you are still charged with the execution of the 
duties of that office, and bound to carry them into effect. 

The writ for the election of knight of the shire for the comity of Leitnm issued 
on Monday last, and was, I am informed, transmitted to you by the Clerk of 
the Crown and Hanapcr in the usual course on the same day. The execution 
of that writ devolves on you as High Sheriff, and I am directed to point out to 
you that any neglect on your pant to obey its mandate may expose you to very 
serious consequences. ^ 

W. R. Ormsby Gore, Esq., (signed) Thos. A. Larccm. 

High Sheriff ot Comity Leitrim. 



An application having been made by the High Sheriff of the county of 
Leitrim to be discharged from his office, in order that he may be rendered 
eligible as a candidate at the approaching election for the representation of that 
county in Parliament, we have inquired, and find that the writ issued on Mon- 
day the 23d instant, and was transmitted to the Sheriff on the same d^, m the 
mode prescribed by the statute. The application to he superseded has been 
made for the first time to-day. i • ^ 

We have considered the matter carefully, and have come to the conclusion 
that the application has been made too late, and should b® acceded to. 

It seems to be a convenient rule that the Returaing Officer should not be 
superseded after the writ has been issued to him, and we cannot say that leg^ 
and practical difficulties may not be occasioned by a departure from that rule 

in the present instance. _ , . v .. 

Under such circumstances, we think that his Excellency wifi best exercise his 
discretion by declining to supersede the High Sheriff of Leitrim. 

(signed) J. D. FitzGerald. 

Wednesday the 25th March 1857- Ghnstmn. 



Mr, Ormsby Gore to the Under Secretar)’. 

Gresham’s Hotel, Dublin, 

Q. 25 March 1857- 

Hatok offered myself as a candidate for the representadon of the county of 
Leffrii, I desire to he relieved of my office of High Sheriff of that county, to 
enable me to be put in nomination. , 

28— (Sess. 2). ^ 
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I have directed all communications addressed to the High Sheriff of Leitrim 
to be returned to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, as 1 am resolved to allow 
the voices of the constituency to be recorded in my favour. 

I have not received any writ, nor on my arrival this day from London was T 
aware that any had been issued. 

To prevent any difficulty in appointing a successor to me, I have obtained 
the consent of Dr. Robert Collins, of Ardsallagh Castle, Navan, or Universitv 
Club, Stephen’s Green, Dublin, where he now is, to act as High Sheriff, and have 
no doubt that he will be considered eligible in every respect, having alreadv 
imed that office in the county of Fermanagh, and having been twice Saced on 
the return for the county of Leitrim by the Judges on circuit. 



The Chief Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 



I have, &.C. 

(signed) jr. R. Ormiby Gore. 



Mr. Oi'msly Gore to the Under Secretary. 

c;. Gresham’s Hotel, Dublin, 

XT , 26 March 18.77. 

^OT having received any writ for holding the election of Members to serve 
tor the county of Leitrim, and having received information that none had arrived 
yesterday at my address in the county, I submit that the foundation of the 
objection made by the Attorney-general and Solicitor-general to supersede me 
in the office of High Sheriff does not in substance exist, even if the writ had 
issued as they assume. The writ, I presume, is directed to the High Sheriff bv 
Ills name of office, and not to me as an individual. 

What should be done if the Sheriff were disabled by illness or removed bv 
death in the interval between the issuing and the delivery of the writ may 
very obviously be done now, and I therefore submit that there is no substentii 
or just distinction between my case and the cases of the Sheriffs, who have been 
recently superseded in order to let them proceed with their canvass. It is 
difficult to understand why the county of Leitrim should be denied the freedom 
of selection which has been conceded to other counties, and I therefore beg a 
reconsideration of my resignation, which I hereby again tender, and pray that 
i may be superseded. •' 

rri TT T « ^ have, &c. 

The Under Secretary, &c. &c. &c. (signed) JV. H. Ormhy Gore. 

Castle. Dublin. 



The Under Secretary to Mr. Ormsby Gore. 

, Dublin Castle, 26 March 1857. 

In reply to your communication of this date, I am directed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to inform you that inquiry haying been made at the General Post 
OBicc M to the transmission of the Leitrim writ, it appears that on Monday last, 
the 23d instant, a letter, stated to contain “the writ of election for the county 
of Leitam, and addressed to the High Sheriff of Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
was received at the General Post Office &om the Hanaper Office, and was dily 
forwarded on the same evening ; that letter appears to have been re-directed 
trom Cmick-on-Shannon to London, where it was sent by the night mail of 
the 25th instant. ° 

It does not appear by whom or whose order the letter was re-directed, but 
his Excellency assumes that it was so directed by the authority of some person 
in your Sub-Shenff s office at Carrick-on-Shannon. The Post Office authorities 
have sent a direction by telegraph to London, that the letter containing the 
delivered, should be re-sent to the High Sheriff of Leitrim, 
bhenfi s Office, Carnck-on-Shannon. 

That the writ has not as yet actually reached your hands has been occasioned 
by 3^ur absence from your bailiwick; and I am directed to inform you that 
ms Excellency does not see any reason to depart from the rule communicated 
to you yesterday, and therefore declines to accept your resignation. 

I am 
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I am further directed to remind you that your duty as High Sheriff requires 
you to proceed forthwith to your bailiwick, your absence from which at the 
approach of a general election has been already productive of public incon- 
venience. 

I have, &c. 

To W. R. Ormsby Gore, Esq., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

High Sheriff of the County of Leitrim, 

Gresham’s Hotel. 



Mr. Ormshy Gore to the Under Secretary. 

Sir, Gresham’s Hotel, Dublin, 26 March 1857. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and to deny that 
any public inconvenience has been caused by my absence from my bailiwick. 

The postmaster of Carrick-on-Shannon must have acted on his own respon- 
sibility in forwarding the writ to London, as I was no party, directly or indi- 
rectly, to that act. 

The argument urged in my letter of this morning not having been met by 
you in your letter, purporting to be a reply to it, and it appearing to me to be 
incontrovertible, I beg to refer you to it. 

In place of your now sending me the writ as you intimate, I request you 
will cause it to be issued to the gentleman w’hom I named in my former letter, 
or any other whom his Excellency may approve, and thus avoid the legal and 
practical difficulties of which the Attorney-general suggests the possibility. 

Trusting that this constitutional demand may be acceded to, and that I may 
not be deprived of my privilege, nor the constituency of their rights, by so 
arbitrary a rule, I again beg to be relieved of the office of High Sheriff of the 
county of Leitrim, and remain, 

Yours, &c. 

To the Under Secretary, (signed) W. R. Ormshy Gore. 

Dublin Castle. 



From the Clerk of the Hanaper. 



Crown and Hanaper Office, Foiu? Courts, Dublin, 

26 March 1867- 

The writ of election for the county of Leitrim was transmitted from this 
office to the General Post Office (with 36 other writs of election) on the 23d 
instant, and it was directed to “ the High Sheriff of the county of Leitrim,” 



Carrick-on-Shannon.” 



(signed) M. 0. B. 



From the Secretary, Post Office. 

Sir, General Post Office, Dublin, 26 March 1857- 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a report from the Controller of the 
Sorting Office, on the subject of the letter contmning the writ of election for 
the county Leitrim. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G. C. Cornwall, Secretary. 

Col. Larcom, The Castle. 



For the Secretary. 

Sorting Office, 26 March 1857. 

A LETTER, stated to contain a writ of election for the county Leitrim, was 
received here from the Hanaper Office on the evening of the 23d instant, 
addressed to the High Sheriff of county Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, which 
was duly forwarded. 

28 — (Sess. 2). 
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Tliis letter appears, however, to have been returned to this office, re-directed 
from Carrick-on-Shannon to London, where it was sent by night mail at 
1.20 P.M., 25th instant, the date on which it was received. 

(signed) W. C. T. 



Mr. Ormshy Gore to Under Secretary. 

Sir, Dublin, 2 / March 185^. 

I HEREBY inform you that, inasmuch as you have declined to release me 
from the office of Sheriff of the county of Leitrim, although you are aware my 
object in tendering my resignation was to respond to the call of the electors of 
that county as a candidate for their representation in Parliament, and although 
the law officers of the Crown have distinctly stated there is no legal obstacle to 
iny being relieved of the shrievalty, and also considering that I have been 
several days in Ireland without the writ for holding the election having been 
received by, or tendered to me, or having been sent to my proper address, I 
puipose returning to England immediately, and I have to request you will make 
such arrangements for the election of the county as his Excellency may con- 
sider expedient. 

I have, &c. 

To the Under Secretary, (signed) W. R. Ormsby Gore. 

&c., &c.. 

The Castle, Dublin. 



The Under Secretary to W. Ormshy Gore, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 27 March 1857- 

In reply to your letter of this date, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to 
inform you, that whatever bearing the circumstances therein stated may have, 
as excusing your absence from your bailiwick at the period referred to, they do 
not, in his Excellency’s opinion, affect the question of the expediency of dis- 
charging you at the present time from the duties of your shrievalty ; the more 
especially as your presence in Dublin, as well as your wish to become a candi- 
date for the county, show that the cause assigned for your absence at those 
periods is happily no longer in operation, Ins Excellency sees no reason for 
departing fi’om the decision already made. 

1 have further to inform you that the writ has been returned from London, 
and will be transmitted by post this evening to your office in Carrick-on- 
Shannon ; and I am directed once more to impress upon you the necessity for 
your at once proceeding to your bailiwick, and taking the proper measures for 
holding the election. 

I have, &c. 

W. R. Ormshy Gore, Esq., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Gresham’s Hotel. 



Mr. Ormshy Goi-e to the Under Secretary. 

Sir, Gresham’s Hotel, Dublin, March 27, 1857- ^ 

I BEG to inform you that I have just received a letter from my father, Mr. 
Ormsby Gore, from London, stating that he had seen Lord Bessborough on the 
subject of my release from the office of Sheriff of the county of Leitrim, and 
after a conference with Lords Bessborough and Panmure, they recommended 
strongly that I should again see Lord Carhsle for my release ; and in adopting 
their advice, 1 wish to explain that the cause of my absence in London was the 
serious illness of my wife, and I was therefore unaware, until I first tendered 
my resignation, that there could be any objection ; had I known there was a 
prescribed time within which to resign, and that a written resignation could be 
received, I should of course have sent you one from London, but could not 

have 
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have left London sooner, from the above cause ; and Baron Greene and Judge 
Moore (the Judges at the late assizes of the county) so fully sympathised with 
me, that they (Sspensed with my personal attendance ; and I trust that his 
Excellency, on consideration of the whole facts, will be graciously pleased to 
release me from the shrievalty. 

I remain, &c. 

To the Under Secretary, (signed) JV. R. Or7nshy Gore. 

Tlie Castle. 



Secretary General Post Office to the Under Secretary. 

Sir General Post Office, Dublin, 28 March 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a report from the Controller of the 
Sorting Office, General Post Office, London, on the subject of the writ of 
election for the county Leitrim. 

A special messenger from this office was despatched by the night mail of 
yesterday with the letter in question, with proper instructions to the postmaster 
of Carrick-on-Shannon as to its treatment, in case it could not be delivered 
either to the Sheriff or to the Sub-Sheriff. 

I have, &c. 

Col. S. A. Larcom, n. e., (signed) G. C. CornwalU Secretary. 

The Castle. 



The Controller on Duty (N. E.), 26 March 1857- 
This election writ was received here this morning from DubUn, addressed 
to the High Sheriff, Park-street, Grosvenor-square, and was delivered by the 
letter-cairier. . .4 . * td i 

Tlie letter-caiTier states that he was told on dehvenng the wiut at faiu- 
street, that it must be sent back to Dublin again ; but it was not given back to 
him. A letter answering this description in every respect was received in the 
course of the day from Mount-street, Grosvenor-square, a,ddressed to the Lord 
Lieutenant, Dublin, and was forwarded by the express mail at 4.30 p.m. 

(signed) G.N.N. 



Secretary General Post Office to the Under Secretary. 

a.,. General Post Office, Dublin, 30 March 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of 
the Cmick-on-Shamion Post Office, on the subject of the letter containing the 

writ of election for the county Leitrim. fhp writ 

Also a copy of a memorandum from the messenger who the ^t. 

It will be seen that the letter in question was pren into the hmd of the 
Sub-Sheriff; but that gentleman refused to keep it, and threw it back into 
Post Office, where it now lies. 

I have, ac. 

Col.Lai-oom,E.E. («S-ed) (?. C. CorhwuK, Secretary. 



The Secretary. 

Post Office, Carrick-on-Shannon, 29 March 1857. 
The letter containing fe mt was tweeted by 

When I presented it to *e Sub-S ami then returned it 

window, he took it in his ^ ^ h W Sheriff, to whom it was addressed, 

to me, desii-mg me to forward it to the HipB =ne , ^ replied, “ No ; I 

I asked, “ Shall I send it to Rio ■ P . -q park-street, Grosvenor- 
wUl furnish you with his ooiTect address, which is 20, larK screei, 

square, London.” j, I then 

28— (Sess. 2). 
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I then said, “ Have I your authority for re-directing this?” He replied. 
Most certainly.” All this occurred in the presence of a third party, who 
told “ Coen” yesterday he could prove it on oath, if necessary. 

I beg to enclose a communication I had from the Sub-Sheriff three or four 
hours after the foregoing conversation occurred. The note refers to the writ 
of election. 

(signed) J. W. Franklin. 



COPY of Letter from Mr. Harrison to Mr. Franklin. 

Dear Sir, Tuesday. 

Please look at the letter you showed me this morning, and see if it was 20 
Park-street, Grosvenor-square, you put on it, as I was since thinking it m ight 
have been a wrong number I gave you. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) C. S. Harrison. 



Post Office, Can’ick-on-Shannon, 
Sir, 28 March 1857. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th instant, requiring to know by what 
authority, and under what circumstances, the writ of election for the county 
Leitrim was re-directed from here to London, I beg to state that I did so by the 
authority and directions of the Sub- Sheriff, Mr. Arthur Harrison, who told me the 
High Sheriff was in London, and that he (the Sub-Sheriff) had no authority to 
act on the writ, and therefore authorised me to forward it to his address in 
London, which he then gave me. 

2. The Sheriff of Leitrim has not made the notification required by law to 
this office for receiving official letters. 

3. The writ alluded to was brought back to Carrick-on-Shannon this morning 
by Coen, and at about 9 o’clock a.m., the Sub-Sheriff, on coming into town, 
called at this office for his letters ; before handing them to him I ran down to 
the hotel for Coen, who immediately came with me and handed the writ to the 
Sub-Sheriff; the latter having looked at the address of it, carried it in his hand 
to the post-office (while going for Coen the Sheriff had walked some distance 
down the street), when he again demanded his letters, and which were then 
given to him. He opened one, which (I believe) was from the solicitor of the High 
Sheriff, Mr. Lawder ; immediately on glancing over it he became somewhat 
excited, and on our urging him again to give Coen a written acknowledgment of 
his having received the writ, he pretended lo consent to do so, and walked into 
the room at the back of this office to write it (as we thought) ; but on reaching 
the office-door he flung the writ into the office, saying he would not take it, but 
that I should keej) it until the High Sheriff himself called for it ; I offered it 
back to him, but he refused to take it. 

4. The foregoing is the substance of what occurred on this occasion. 

5. I trust I have not erred in re-directing the writ on the authority of the 
Sub-Sheriff ; if I have, it was through ignorance of how I should otherwise act, 
never having had charge of a similar document before. 

6. In conclusion, I beg to add, that the writ was not addressed to the 
“ Sheriff’s Office,’ ' as stated in the accompan 3 dng papers, but merely to Carrick- 
on-Shannon. 

7. It lies now in this office awaiting further instructions as to its disposal. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. A. Franklin, 

G. C. Cornwall, Esq. (In charge.) 



COPY of Memorandum from the Messenger who dehvered the Writ. 

Mr. Cornwall, 

In obedience to the instructions contained in the accompanjing Minute, I 
proceeded, on the 27th instant, to Carrick-on-Shannon, and delivered the letter 

alluded 
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alluded to containing the writ of election for the county of Leitrim to the Sub- 
Sheriff of the county, in the street of Carrick-on-Shannon. 

I beg to add, that the Sub-Sheriff dechned to give me a receipt for the letter. 

30 March 1857- (signed) M. Coen. 



The Under Secretary to Wm. Ormsby Gore, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 30 March 1857. 

Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 27th instant, I am 
directed to inform you that his Excellency declined to release you from the office 
of Sheriff of the county of Leitrim, in accordance with the opinion of the law 
officers, that “ the application had been made too late, and should not be 
acceded to,” and that “ they cannot say that legal and practical difficulties may 
not be occasioned by a departure from that rule.” A copy of that opinion in 
full was transmitted to you with my letter of the 25th instant. 

In that letter you were also infoimed that the writ had been transmitted by 
the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper, in the usual course, on Monday last, that 
is, by post, to Carrick-on-Shannon, where you are bound to be legally present. 

Subsequently it has been ascertained that the writ was re-directed at Carrick- 
on-Shannon, by the authority and directions of your Sub-Sheriff, to your private 
residence in London, from whence, by your own order, as stated in your letter of 
the 25th instant, it was re-directed to the Lord Lieutenant, and reached his 
Excellency on the 27th. It was therefore received at your office, and received 
at your residence, and from both by your order or by that of your officer it was 
re-directed. On reaching the Lord Lieutenant, it was tendered by a post-office 
special messenger at your hotel, which the messenger was informed you had 
left, on which it was despatched by a special post-office messenger to Carrick- 
on-Shannon, where it was delivered personally to your Sub-Shei*iff on Saturday 
morning, the 28th mstant ; that officer tlirew back the writ into the post-office, 
where it now lies. 

I have, &e. 

W. Ormsby Gore, Esq. (signed) Tlws. A. Larcom. 

&c. &c. &c. 



The High Sheriff of Leitrim to the Under Secretary. 
Telegraphic Despatch from the High Sheriff of Ltitrim, dated 20, Park- 
street, Grosvenor-square, London, the 30th March 1857, to the Under 
Secretary, Castle, Duhlhi. 

I FIND I have, been under misapprehension, and am ready to receive the 
writ. I will call on you to-morrow. 



vSecretary General Post-Office to the Under Secreta^3^ 

Sij., General Post Office, Dublin, 2 April 1857- 

I HAVE the honoui- to enclose, for your information, a further letter received 
to-day from the clerk in charge of the Carrick-on-Shannon post-office, on the 
subject of the letter containing the writ of election for the county Leitrim. 

I have, &c. 

Col. Larcom, E.E., (signed) O. C. Cornwall, 

The Castle. Secretary. 



Post Office, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
gjj,^ 1 April 1857* 

I BEG to acquaint you that the High Sheriff of this county arrived here 
to-dav ; I immediately sent the clerk to inform him that the writ of election 
■2S-(Sess.3). C lay 
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lay ill this office, and that he could have it; his only reply was, “ Indeed'” 
His law agent (Mr, Lawder),who was with him at the time, asked the clerk wlint 
business that was of his, and told him he was very impertinent for telling the 
High bhenff anything about it. “ 

The High Sheriff, after remaining an hour in town, left for Dublin 
I have not received any instructions relative to the disposal of the writ. 

(signed) IK A. FranUin. 



Wm. Ormshf Gore, Esq., to the Under Secretary. 

- ®“'> , „ , , Gresham’s Hotel, Dublin, 4 April 1857 

1 nAVB been called upon by a large and influential portion of the electors of 
the county of Leitrim to allow myself to be put in nomination at the cominir 
election as a candidate for the representation of luy county ; 1 have therefore^ 
respectfully to ask tliat I may be discharged from the office of HivU 
bhenff, in pursuance of the request made to his E.toellencv the Lord Lieutenant 

by a deputation from the electors of Leitrim. ' ^lieutenant 

His Excellencvismvarethatl consented (however reluctantly) to fdfiltlie 
dubes of High Shenff until, on my return to the county so to do, I was met 
and required by the electors of Leitrim, in the exercise of their uiidoub” d 
p-mlege to represent them in the Imperial Parliament. I beg to add that 
'‘‘‘If®* instunee of the electors, who are desirous that I 

should become their representative, and in conformity with the course adopted 
m similar cases, in which the Executive Government has acted on the con- 
stitutional pnnoiple of not restricting the free choice of a constituenev. 

T oid T® enclose, for the further consideration of his Excellency the 

Lord Laeutenaut, the paper drawn up for my assistance by the learned gentlemen 
whom I have been able to consult upon the subject. 



The Under Secretaiy, 
Dublin Castle. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) IV, R, Grm&hy Gore. 



of ewTo Sheriff of the eoubty 

electois of Leitnm to reprpent them in Parliament ; Major Gore also infWs 
whi!b 1 by fortune and hereditaiy descent with the county 

m It ‘0 >-q«sent. Being returning officer, we are of 

opinion that he cannot legally sit in Parliament if chosen by the constituency 
of opinion that it is the constitutional right of 
thrir candidate whom they think most fit to represent 

Evenuri ? ™ ™d that it is the constitutional duty of the 

Exeouttve Government to remove the impediment which prevents the exercise 
ot this choice, by releasmg^Major Gore from his present position, and appointing 
de, f '’f, ™ bis stead. A gentlemen appointed Shenff cannot 

consistent with constitutional right that 
tile Executive by nominating a gentleman Sheriff, should secure his exelu- 
onTstb ? Miament. Accordingly, the practice has been in conformity with 
constitutional principle, and in eases where a constitueney has called upon 
a Sheriff to become a candidate, the Executive has at once and graciously been 
Sfshf '^1 M another Sheriff, and by the removal of a technical objLtion, 

S to electors to exercise their rights and elect the object of then- choice. 
N ot to refer to exa^mples more remote, the existing Irish Executive did so release 
Sr tb f' * 1ft year from his Shrievalty of Fermanagh, and he was elected 
Mr „ If™*}'- ""te, we beUeve, followed in the case of 

ivre Hughes, late Sdicitoi-generel. who was released from his office of Judge 
P'f "ding on the Bench, discharging his judicial duties, and who im^- 
“ fli a ^ '“didate for Cavan. The like course, we ai-e informed, 

was followed within the last few days in the case of Mr. Calcott, the Sheriff 
didatef^’ was relieved from liis Shrievalty in order to become a can- 
uwate lor Clare, which he now is ; and we are whoUy unable to discover any 

distinction 
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distmction in principle between those cases and the case of Majoi* Gore. It 
would not be fair to lay down, as against the electors of Leitrim, a ditferent 
rule fi’om that applied to the electors of Clare, of Cavan, and of Fermanagh, and 
we conceive that in a country governed by constitutional laws it would not be 
consistent with a due respect for that law, to inti-oduce an exception, so as to 
exclude from Parliament a gentlemen who may be considered the free choice of 
the people. We ai’e informed that the writ has not been delivered to Major 
Gore, and that there are gentlemen in the county in every way qualified and 
ready to take his place. Under these circumstances, and assuming that there 
is no sufficient reason for supposing that any real inconvenience can ensue, we 
are of opinion that it is the constitutional duty of the Executive, in accordance 
with principle and pi'ccedent, to yield to the appeal made, and to permit the 
electors of Leiti-im to choose the candidate whom they prefer. 

(signed) James Whiteside. 

Joseph Napier. 

William Dwyer Ferguson. 



The Under Secretary to Wm. Ormsby Gore, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 6 April 1867. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to. acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 4th instant, again requesting to be excused from serving the office 
of High Sheriff for the county of Leitrim ; and, in reply, I am desired to acquaint 
you that his Excellency can only refer to the former communications addressed 
to you upon this subject. 

I am at the same time desired to state that his Excellency learns with regi-et 
that you still continue to neglect the performance of the duty imposed upon 
you by law ; and his Excellency again desires to remind you that the neglect 
to execute the writ of election exposes you to very serious consequences, not 
only in the superior courts of criminal jurisprudence, but also for breach of the 
privileges of Parliament. 

I have, &c. 

Wm. Ormsby Gore, Esq. (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Secretary to General Post Office to the Under Secretary. 

Sir, General Post Office, Dublin, 9 April 1857- 

I BEG to inform you that 1 have this day received a report from the officer 
in charge of the Garrick -on-Shamion post-office, stating that the High Sheriff 
called at that office, and received the election writ addressed to him. 

I have, &c, 

(signed) G. C. Cornwall, Secretary. 

Lieut.-col. T. A. Larcom, &c. &e. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 
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